
adding a positive injury to the moral grievance sus-
tained by the removed physician.
Dr. Hare in thus acting up to the motto, noblesse

oblige, has given the lay members of the hospital
board a needed and useful lesson.

PUBLIC HEALTH.

Leper Home at Jerusalem.—A Moravian institution has long
existed at the Holy city, for lepers. Its last annual report
shows that the year was begun with twenty-eight patients,
an increase of four ; of these sixteen were males and twelve
females. Two of them have been at the Home not less than
twenty years. Six deaths occurred in the year, some of them
from causes, as apoplexy, that were intercurrent with lep¬
rosy rather than secondary to it. The inmates are given
light work to do, and when they consent to it, they appear
todo much better physically than when they remain un¬

employed.
Improving Health Conditions.—In the closing week of De¬

cember the reports of Journal correspondents indicate a

generally improving condition of the public health as com¬

pared with the month of November and with the first ten
days of the present month. Although there has been some
increase of smallpox since the beginning of colder weather,
its anticipated epidemic spread has not taken place ; on the
contrary, there has been a decrease in the number of new
cases in the two chief centers, Chicago and Milwaukee, as
compared with November. On the 26th inst. there were
46 cases remaining in the Chicago Municipal Hospital, as
against 64 on the corresponding date of the previous month ;
and for the same date there were 83 cases in Milwaukee—35
in hospital and 48 in homes—as against 106 in November.
A similar decrease is noted in other localities. The reports
also indicate a diminishing prevalence of diphtheria and
typhoid fever toward the close of the month, but an increase
of the death rate from pulmonary diseases, and especially
from phthisis. This increase, however, does not swell the
general death rate, and the closing days of 1894 show a con¬
dition of the public health which should be highly gratify¬
ing to the sanitarian, at least.
The Therapentic Sensation of 1894.—There is nothing of sci¬

entific importance to be added to the record of the diphthe¬
ria antitoxin—the therapeutic sensation of the year now
drawing to its close. Dr. Hausemann's threatened demoli¬
tion of its claims proved to be a lame and impotent attack,
whatever force it might have had being more than offset by
Professor Virchow's own statements ata subsequent meet¬
ing of the Berlin Medical Society. Hausemann.it will be
remembered, is Virchow's assistant, and it was generally
believed in Berlin that the attack was made at the instiga¬
tion of the Professor. But Virchow himself has now in¬
dorsed the results of the diphtheria antitoxin treatment
begun last March in the Kaiser and Kaiserin Friedrich Hos¬
pital, the figures of which are as follows: In the whole
space of time 533 cases were treated—303 with the serum,
230 without; the former had a death rate of 13.2 per cent.,
the latter of 47.8 per cent. After an analysis and summing
up of the results, Virchow said he held it to be the duty of
every doctor to use the serum in diphtheria. " All theoretical
considerations," he added, "must give way to the brute
force of these figures." He, nevertheless, pronounced the
current theory of antitoxin therapeutics a fallacy, and,
while recommending the serum, to which he emphatically
attributes a high therapeutic value, he insists that its theo-
retalic explanation must be left to the future.

Phenomenally Hot Tears.—The recent mild winter weather in
this country somewhat breaks the force for us of the contrast
which the Journal d'Hygiene endeavors to make in furnish¬
ing a list of phenomenally hot years as "agreeable reading
now that cold weather is at hand." Among the most re¬
markable of these torrid years, all of which had serious
effects on the public health, may be mentioned A.D. 738 when
the heat was so great throughout Europe and especially in
France, that nearly all the springs dried up and thousands
perished of thirst. In 879 reapers who staid in the fields
after midday fell dead in great numbers. In 990 nearly all
fruits dried up, occasioning a great famine and an enormous
mortality. In the year 1000, amidst panic fears about the
end of the world, the river sources dried up and vast num¬
bers of fish putrified, giving rise to a general epidemic; it
was widely believed that the end of the world by fire was at
hand. In 1132 rivers and springs again dried up and the
bed of the Rhine became a dry sandy road. In 1182 the sand
was so heated that eggs were cooked in it in a few minutes.
The Seine, Loire, Rhine and Danube could be passed over
dry-shod in 1303. All fruits withered and animals dropped
dead from the excessive heat of 1393. Four years of great
heat and continuous dryness from 1538 to 1541, caused many
rivers to disappear entirely, crops were failures and famine
and sickness carried off large numbers. There were fifty-
eight consecutive days of extraordinary heat in 1646. There
was no rain from April to October in 1710; the Reaumur
thermometer marked over 36 degrees; in gardens which
could be irrigated fruit ripened twice. In 1818 the theaters
of Paris were closed for a month on account of the heat ;
the thermometer marked over 38 degrees R. During June
and July, 1830, the centigrade thermometers registered over
38 degrees in Paris in the afternoons.
Circular of Information Regarding Scarlet Fever.—The follow¬

ing is a portion of a circular of information recently pub¬
lished by the Brooklyn Department of Health:
"Scarlet fever, sometimes called scarlatina or scarlet rash,

is a highly contagious disease, and may spread rapidly from
person to person through contact or by means of books, pa¬
pers, toys and articles of clothing. A patient suffering from
this disease should be placed apart from the rest of the fam¬
ily, in a sunny and well-ventilated room, free from all un¬
necessary furniture and hangings, and, as nearly as possi¬
ble, should be nursed by one person. Members of the family
should avoid mingling with other people, and visitors, espe¬
cially children, should not be admitted to the infected
house. The scales from the skin are dangerous sources of
infection, and during the period of peeling, the*person of
the patient should be sponged daily with soap and warm
water. Discharges from the nose and mouth should be
received on pieces of cloth, which should be burned or dis¬
infected before removal from the sick room.
"Bed linen and underclothing, before removal from the

sick room, should be placed for an hour in a solution of car¬
bolic acid, in proportion of one pint of acid to four gallons
of water. This solution is poisonous. The clothes should
then be boiled in water. In no case should infected clothing
be sent to a laundry.
"After recovery or death, the sick room and its contents

should be thoroughly disinfected by the Department of
Health or under the direction of the family physician, in the
followingmanner : The walls, ceiling and woodwork should
be rubbed with dry cloths, which should be burned without
being shaken. The floor should be scrubbed with soft soap and
the above mentioned carbolic solution. The room should
then be fumigated with burning sulphur, 3 pounds to 1,000-
cubic feet of space, for eight hours, care being taken to close
the room tightly, and freely expose all woolen clothing, car-
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pets, mattresses, etc., and to have steam in the room before
lighting the sulphur. Boeks, papers and toys should be de¬
stroyed by burning. The Department of Health is now pre¬
pared to disinfect according to the latest improved methods,
free of cost."

SOCIETY NEWS.

Association of Erie Railway Surgeons.\p=m-\TheAssociation of
Erie Railway Surgeons will hold their annual meeting in
Youngstown, Ohio, Jan. 10, 1895, under the Presidency of E,
Griswold, M.D. The following papers are on the program :

The use of Alcohol in Traumatic Surgery, by Clayton M.
Daniels, M.D., Buffalo, N. Y., ex-President Association of
Erie Railway Surgeons.
Immobilization vs. Passive Motion in the Treatment of

Injuries to the Joints, by Prof. R. Harvey Reed, M.D., Cleve-
land, Ohio.
Potts' Fracture and its Treatment, by Prof. C. B. Parker,

M.D., Cleveland, Ohio.
Traumatism of the Ear, by R. Sayre Harnden, M.D., ex\x=req-\

President Association of Erie Railway Surgeons, Waverly,
N. Y.
Delayed Union and Pseudo Arthrosis, by Wm.H. Buechner,

M.D.,Cleveland, Ohio.
Relations of Railway Surgeons to Claim Department, by

W. E. Talcott, Special Claim Agent, N. Y., P. & O. R. R.,
Cleveland, Ohio.
The Treatment of Injuries to Fingers, by Prof. Webb J.

Kelly, M.D.. Galion, Ohio.
After 20 Years' Experience with Ether and Chloroform, by

Henry Flood, M.D., Elmira, N. Y.
A Case of Sphacelus of Leg and Gangrene of Thigh and

Inguinal Region, with remarks by E. Griswold, M.D., Vice-
President, Sharon, Pa.
Some Reasons why we should have, and some of the Objec¬

tions met with in organizing a Hospital System, by Emery
H. Leyman, M.D., Huntington, Ind.
Tension, by S. B. Hiner, M.D., Lima, Ohio.
Opportunities of the Railroad Surgeon, by F. D. Bain.

M.D., Kenton, Ohio.

MISCELLANY.
The Hartford Hospital.—Under the will of the late Henry

Keney, of Hartford, Conn., the hospital of that city will re¬
ceive $50,000, also a share in a contingent remainder.
Some Curious Statistics.—A writer in the Lyons Medical

Gazette has calculated that a man at 50 years of age has
worked 156,000 hours ; has slept 144,000 hours; has amused
himself 96,000 hours ; and has been sick 12,000 hours. Dur¬
ing this period he will have walked 19,000 kilometers and
eaten 36,000 meals, including 7.000 kilos of meat, 1,800 kilos
of fish, eggs and vegetables and 4,200 liters of different kinds
of liquids. Apparently they don't eat three meals a day in
France and 30,000 hours of an existence of 50 years are

passed in a state of Nirvana.
Goitre in Asia.—In some parts of Central Asia, goitre is

extraordinarily prevalent, it being estimated that over 75
per cent, of the men are thus affected, and the prevalence of
the disease is attributed to the bad water. The natives ac¬
count for its origin as follows: A holy man of Khotan,
named Sala Paikhumber, once went to the village of Pos-
gam on his camel ; he slept there in a cave, and, on awaking
one morning, found his camel gone. Upon inquiry he found
some of the people of the village had killed and eaten it,
whereupon he cursed them and prayed to Allah that all the
inhabitants of Posgam should havo huge lumpy throats like
the camel they had eaten.
A Japanese Hospital.—An American officer, now on duty at

the seat of war in the East, has written home an account of
his visit to an Army hospital at Nagasaki. The following is
a part of his report, the whole going to show that the Japa-1

nese have a remarkable faculty for the selection of "the
best," when they go abroad to learn what Europe and Amer¬
ica are doing:
"The hospital was the admiration of the French and

English surgeons, as well as our own. The medical staff
were all Japanese, who had graduated in medicine and sur¬
gery either in America or England, then taken a post-gradu¬ate surgical course in clinics at the Paris and Berlin hospi¬tals. They had the best modern instruments and systems,the newest antiseptics—everything a hospital on modern
lines should have. And all this is the work of a generation.Truly the Japanese is a wonderful man."
Abdominal Palpation of Obese Women.—Dr. Harris Slocum

has written, in the Philadelphia Polyclinic, on a new method
of examination of very stout females. He has found a nar¬
row zone on the abdominal walls where the fat in the mus¬
cular layer is deposited to a less extent than at other points.
He describes this as a depressed curved line running from
one anterior spine to the other, with its convexity toward
the mons veneris. Along and near this line little fat is
lodged. By depressing the finger tips the pelvic organs may
be felt, the fat about the navel and below the zone being
pushed out of the way by the pressure of the hand. In this
way, he says, an effective palpation may be obtained even
in the most obese. He has had a satisfactory experience
with it. personally, beyond that which had formerly been
possible by palpation over the abdomen at large. The
method can not be carried out when there is much gaseous
distension of the intestines, or when the dress is tight.
Guaiacol in the Treatment of Orchitis.—Balzer and Lacour

have communicated to the Hospitals Medical Society of
Paris the results of their treatment of orchitis with guaiacol
(Ann. de Derm, et Syph.) Their attention was directed to this
agent on account of its sedative and antithermic action.
Pure guaiacol applied in the quantity of one gram, morn¬
ing and evening, causes a somewhat marked smarting sen-
ation which, in about ten minutes, becomes a simple senses
of heat lasting for a couple of hours; the pain is first
relieved and then disappears completely, sleep becomes
possible and the temperature falls to normal. Pure guaia¬
col often gives rise to erythema and desquamation of the
scrotum ; it is, therefore, advisable to use five or ten grams
of the drug to thirty grams of vaselin. With this mixture
the smarting is hardly noticeable, but the sensation of heat
is the same as with the pure drug ; the therapeutic effects,
while somewhat less prompt, are equally satisfactory, pain
is rapidly lessened, temperature lowered and sleep made
possible. The ointment as a rule does not irritate the scro¬
tum. The inunctions are made with three to five grams of
the mixture, repeated twice daily, the scrotum being cov¬
ered by a compress held by a T-bandage.
Nerve Supply of the Ovary.—Devosa, in order to ascertain

the distribution of the nerve fibers up to their ends in the
ovary, used Golgi's staining method and furnishes the re¬
sults of his study in the proceedings of the Academy of Med¬
icine of Belgium. He made useof several different animals
—the dog, cat, rat, mouse, guinea pig, turtle and calf. He
describes a network of nerves,which accompany the arteries,
arterioles, veins and venules ; but found no vasomotor sys¬
tem along the capillaries nor, in general, at points where
there is no unstriped muscular fiber; neither did he find
any ganglion cells. Besides the network just mentioned,
there exists in the ovarian stroma, and especially in the
cortical zone, a plexus very rich in trunks and fibers inter¬
lacing in every direction. This plexus penetrates into the
albugínea and some parts reach the base of the germinal
epithelium, outlining the young follicles and forming a com¬
pact network around the adult follicles. The author found
fibrillie even in the granular layer, where they terminate in
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